Extremity Games to let
athletes with disabilities
show ‘there are no limits’

By JERRY WOLFFE
Of The Daldand Press

Jamie Stanton can't wait
until summer, when he goes to
Orlando, Fla., and competes in
the Extremity Games to show
that a person who lost a limb can
be a great athlete.

Jamie — who turns 13 in June,
meeting the
event — / play
and baseball. He wins athletic
awards at Van Hoosen Middle
School in Rochester Hills, where
he is 8 seventh-grader.

Jamie had his right leg ampu-
tated below the knee because of
a birth injury

He's not alone in his desire
to show that a disability isn'ta
block to athletic competition.

Jim Wamy, a ¢
technician at Wright & Filippis'
Saginaw store, plans to com
in the games, July 1921.

front-end loader he hadn't seen
in the area. He injured
his left leg in the accident so seri-
ously that it had to be amputated
above the knee.
“But I got to keep my left
arm,” he showing the range
of motion of his arm and noting
thattﬁeogythmgbeﬁn‘tdom
comp straighten
“I want to Jet other disabled
people know there are no limits,”
the 36 year-old father of two said.
Frank Grainer of Clarkston,
50, also will be the con-
tingent of athletes with limb
loss going to the X2 games
under the p of Wright
& Filippis, a durable medical
equipment company based in
Rochester Hills,
Ken Woodward, divector of
prosthetics at the company,
said it will sponsor at least six
Michigan athletes for this year's

games.
The late Tony is Sr., who

founded Wright & ?issl

years ago, lost both of his legs in

a train accident when he was 12.

f

&

feet.
Events include rock climbing,
wake

skateboarding, boarding,
kayaking, bicycling and moto-

cross, sald spokesman Todd
Salley.

There are two classes of
competitors: beginners, who
receive trophies, and experts,
who receive cash prizes of up to
$5,000, Salley said.

Grainer, who had his leg
amputated after an October 2004
car accident, to compete
ina rock climbing, bicycling and

who has worked in
gﬂ)msthedcﬁeldforw)mm.
the games give athletes

well or better than able-bodied
people.”

Last year, the first year of the
event, there were 90 competitor:
This year, Woodward expects up
to 300 participants.

Jamie expects to do well. He
was named student of the year
at Van Hoosen because of his
athletic performance and leader-

ship.

“I really think he can do what
any two-legged person can do,”
said Rae Stanton, Jamie's moth-
er. “T'm amazed at his abilities.
Most people don't even know he
has an artificial leg.”

Contact Jerry Woiffe at (248)
745-4612 or jerry. wolffe@oakpress.
com.



