Veterans group pays homage to F|I|pp|s

B Flag from Pontiac memorial
given to son of activist who was
dedicated to helping the disabled
By JERRY WOLFFE

Of The Oakland Pross

The first flag flown over the
Pontiac Veterans Memorial — under
construction in Pontiac — was pre-
sented Monday to the son of the late

Tony Filippis Sr., who spent his life
-and nal fortune h the dis-
mcluding h of veter-

ans.

was given to A.J. Filippis,
A
e wedical equi m company.
His father died Jan. 91,
Oakland County Executzve Bmoks
Pattemon donated the wal
ﬂﬁlwxll be displayed in at
in Rochester Hills,
S&ld Jack Bmeslu- 72, of Pontiac,
gwmdent of the Oakland County
eterans Gryup.

The memorial, expected to be fin-

'Tony Filippis Sr. .J. Fslipps

ished this swyiper, 18 baug built
inside the ount Park
Cemetery, on
of Martin Luther
Bressler said. The case in which the
ﬁa&was placed is inscribed “Tb Tuny
Thauks and Gratitude from the
Oakland County Veterans Group.”
Bressler, a veteran of the Korean

and Vietnam wars, said his organiza-

tion wanted to honor the late
Filippis because of the work he hag
done on Lebulf of the disabled and
veterans Filippis lost both Jegs in a

How to help

For information about the
Pentiac Veterans Memornial, call
&48)3735281 . Contributions can
Mermgg:p 1631 Giddings
Road, Poma:.Mda?AO

? train accident when he was 12.

Others among t.he
sented the flag
’Ifibaunce \{o%oxﬁ of Wate :

wnghip, a helicopter pi ot during
the Vietwmu War; the Rev. Boyce
Kuaght of Pontiac, a Marine who
served in Korea; the Rev. Leland
Matlock of Waterford Townshiy, a
Korean War veteran; James Rexd of
Pontiac, a World War IT Navy veter-
an who was 1y the invasion of Iwo

p who pre-
pxs were

Jima and Okinawa; the Rev. Archie

Mosley of Pontiac, a Marine who
sen.r:{ in WWII; and Richard
Hummel of Pontmc a 23-year Navy
veteran.

he (Flhp m) was a gneat
Morton, a
wan-ant ofﬁoer and retired Genera]
Motors . employee
“We admired hxm Bmssler said
about Tony Filippis, who was the co-
founder of'the company in 1944. “He
was a great mxpgomr of the memori-
al and veterans.
_ When finished, the $280,000 “liv-
memorial” will have the names of
6, military veterans from Pontiac
iuscribed op 1t, he said.
“The memorial is dedicated w all
veterans in Pontiac,” Breasler said. It

is eﬁecmd to be completed 1u June

AJ. Flhppls said the flag will be

laced in & rvom at the company’s
dquarters in Rochester Hillswijth
other awnnls his father received dur-

“{I'heﬁagwﬂl be here in a place of
honor as long as we are here doing
business,” he said.

Contact Jerry wolffe at (248) 7454627 or
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